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PURSUIT OF FRIED PICKLES CONTINUES
Pickles with a kick? Count us in. We’ll be at the dinner 
table awaiting this Cajun take on a deep-fried favorite 
from Jazz, A Louisiana Kitchen. 

TINY TOWN TASTES: HOMECOOKED BLISS
Heuer’s Country Store & Cafe had us feeling like we 
were right at home with their daily specials and large 
portions. This Sturgeon classic will fill your belly and 
your heart. 

GREEN WITH ENVY
The official start of summer is next week, so you’re 
running out of time to have the best garden in the 
neighborhood. Use these step-by-step instructions 
to create the perfect arbor to beautify your outdoor 
space — even if your grass is still brown. 

I had a plan Sunday. I woke up that morning to start writing a letter about 
the importance of staying curious and passionate to pair with this week’s 
feature (Page 6) about Laws Observatory volunteer Randy Durk and the 
state of science education post-Space Race.

But then I opened up my computer; Twitter and Facebook were 
inundated with news of the shooting at Pulse, a nightclub in Orlando. The 
updates came in bursts of 140 characters or less.

The worst mass shooting in U.S. history left 49 people dead and 53 
people injured. Dateline NBC tweeted, “He saw two men kissing each other 
in front of his wife and kid and he got very angry.” The Washington Post 
wrote that the gun used was the “mass shooters’ weapon of choice.”

And, suddenly, nothing I had planned to say seemed right. 
The people who were at Pulse on Saturday night went to a safe space. 

They went to a place where they were comfortable to enjoy a night out. 
They did the same thing thousands do each weekend in Columbia. And one 
man decided that it was his right to take an assault rifle into that club, open 
fire and shatter the lives of more than 100 people in Pulse, as well as their 
friends and families.

The shooter targeted and caused terror among the LGBT community in 
Orlando and elsewhere. 

But do not allow the heinous act and hatred of one man to fuel hatred 
toward others. There are many plagues in our country — homophobia, 
Islamophobia and gun violence among them. Those topics and more have 
sparked debates online, on TV and among people across the country. But 
more conflict is not what we need right now. 

In the wake of this tragedy, we mourn. We mourn for lost life, lost 
safety and continued hatred. Support one another. Love one another. We 
can heal and move forward together. We must not allow one man’s actions 
to cause any more damage than it already has.
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FEATURE
Infinity and beyond isn’t just a place frequented 
by Buzz Lightyear. In the 1960s, President John 
F. Kennedy declared a plan to send a man to the 
moon, and the nation quickly fell in love with space 
exploration. Today, the spark that once inspired 
school kids and kids at heart to study science has 
diminished. Randall Durk, who volunteers at MU’s 
Laws Observatory, is just one of the people trying 
to make a change. PAGE 6

THE SCENE
More and more black women in Columbia have 
chosen to wear their hair naturally over the past 
three years. Braiding is one way to embrace natural 
hair without sacrificing individuality. PAGE 4

MUSIC
This week, head out to performances by an 
underground rapper or a group of friends making 
music, or help a local band celebrate its new 
single. If staying in is your thing, then the first 
album from the Red Hot Chili Peppers in five years 
will help you find get your groove on. PAGE 5

Q&A
Nick Francis Potter’s love for art and the written 
word led him to Columbia, where he’s pursuing 
a doctorate in creative writing. With his first 
published book behind him, Potter talks about his 
process and hopes for the future. PAGE 14

COVER DESIGN: MADALYNE BIRD
COVER PHOTO: TIM TAI

Vox Magazine 

@VoxMagazine 

@VoxMagazine 

Vox Mag

CHRISTINE JACKSON 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

SHOW DAD SOME LOVE
Reserve June 19 as the day to finally take Dad to all 
of your favorite Columbia hot spots. Vox rounded up 
three ways to spend some quality time with your 
favorite guy. Dad jokes not included.


