
Mia is a pit bull terrier mix who is also deaf. Like Max, Mia spent most of her life 
outside on a chain until she was rescued. But today, she is happily living with her 
foster family while she awaits adoption. 

• Check your city’s ordinance for laws against tethering. If one 
doesn’t exist, speak with law enforcement or animal control about 
establishing one.

• Approach the dog’s current caretaker. “I can’t iterate enough that 
being friendly and helpful is the best way to approach an owner,” 
Whitworth says. “Don’t accuse an owner without knowing the facts. 
Avoid harmful words because they will close the door, and it cannot 
be opened again.”

• Ask how you can be of help, and provide solutions and resources to 
the owner. Use relinquishment of the dog as the last offer. 

• Never offer to buy the dog or attempt to steal it.
• Contact the authorities if you notice the animal’s owner breaking 

several laws.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

COLUMBIA’S LAWS UNLEASHED
Laws for dog tethering and abuse vary by state, county and city. 
Columbia’s anti-tethering rules under the city’s ordinances state that a 
tether cannot be the primary method of restraining an animal, and that 
there needs to be a shelter that is “properly ventilated, sanitary, dry and 
weatherproof.” Whitworth says the current ordinance is hard to enforce 
because it requires the authorities to constantly check on the animal, and 
those who report the misconduct are required to appear in court as a 
witness. 

If you know of a dog needing help or are interested in adopting or 
fostering a dog, Unchained Melodies Dog Rescue can help:
P.O. Box 7018 
Columbia, MO 65205
(239) 213-8174, unchainedmelodies.org
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The improvements Max has made 
since his rescue show that he is ready 

to be adopted by a new family and 
make Missouri his forever home.


