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MY CITY

IN THE 
BAG

Maria-Paula Herrera has lived all over 
the world, but there’s still one place 

the Wharton graduate calls home: the 
North Shore. When designing her 

accessories and handbag label, MAPA 
Collective (mapacollective.com), 

Herrera knew she wanted to tie in 
connections from her upbringing in 

Lake Forest and also her parents’ 
native Colombia. Local artisans 

handcraft each bag with exotic skins, 
natural leathers and local textiles. “I 

knew I could do something pretty 
important for employment in 

Colombia,” she says. “The tribes are 
so excited about the success of every 

collection, and you can’t put a price on 
that.” –Mary Kaleta

FRESH FACE     
 “My go-to for a refreshing facial is a 
visit to Magdalena at her European 
Med Spa. I’ve been seeing her since I 
was a teenager! She customizes every 
facial to my skin at that moment.” 
Facials from $80, 258 Green Bay Road, 
Highwood, 847.432.4111

HOLD TIGHT  
MAPA’s Heliconia satchel 
and clutch are handmade 
out of genuine slate-gray 
python and black 
crocodile, with removable 
crossbody shoulder straps.  
Satchel, $2,950, clutch, 
$1,250; trunk show Oct. 
26-30, The Lake Forest 
Shop, 265 Market 
Square, Lake Forest, 
thelakeforestshop.com

FEEL THE HEAT   “My mom 
and I are huge fans of Esther 
Gutiérrez-Sloan’s SALSArobics 
class at the Lake Forest Fitness 
Center ($14). She brings a taste of 
Colombia to the North Shore, 
and one hour of nonstop salsa 
dancing is the most fun workout 
ever.” 1200 N. Westmoreland 
Road, Lake Forest, salsarobics.com

THE WRITE TOUCH 
  “I love stationery, 

and Helanders always 
has great stock to 
choose from. Our 
engagement party 
invitations turned out 
perfect!” 222 E.
Westminster Ave., Lake 
Forest, helanders.comLEAFY GREENS    “My 

go-to lunch is a DIY 
chopped salad from 
Foodstuffs in Market 
Square—it’s always 
incredibly fresh. I’m such a 
huge fan—I got my own 
chopper, and the ginger soy 
vinaigrette is a staple in my 
fridge!” $9 per pound, 255 
E. Westminster Ave., Lake 
Forest, foodstuffs.com

NUMBER CRUNCH

The anniversary year of Bloomingdale’s Old 
Orchard location. Since its debut in 1995, the ever-
trusted luxury department retailer has maintained 
a reputation for offering a timeless selection of 
merchandise from its 100-plus designers. One 
popular initiative from the last 20 years is to offer 
At Your Service personal shoppers to fix shoppers’ 

fashion conundrums. To celebrate this momentous 
occasion, Bloomingdale’s invites guests to The 
Makeup Date, a morning of beauty and breakfast, 
and maybe a rousing chorus of “Happy Birthday” 
as well! Sept. 12, 7:30am, tickets $25, 4963 Old 
Orchard Center, Skokie, 847.675.5200,  
bloomingdales.com –Natalie Ragusin20

ECO GAL Maria-Paula 
Herrera is careful 
with her sourcing, and 
each bag is approved 
by the Convention on 
International Trade in 
Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora. 


