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Hicks Vacuum
24 S Villa Ave. • Villa Park

Corner of Villa Ave & St. Charles Rd.

630-279-0932
Closed Sunday & Monday

“SAVING GOOD PEOPLE FROM BAD VACUUMS”

Sorry, Oreck!

Made in USA!

Have We Got A
Vacuum For  You!

America’s Best
8 lb. Cleaning 

Upright®

• Independent Lab Tests Show 
Simplicity Freedom Outcleans 
Oreck XL2 By 39.45%

• Service & Warranty
• Free Lifetime Maintenance 

Checks & Belts
• Free Micro Vac

Now Only
$27900

68210

Google® photographer offers virtual business tours 
By Mary Kaleta

For The Independent

To most of the world, 
Google is known as 
the #1 search engine. 

To Richard Davis, Google 
means something more.

No, Davis is not a software 
specialist or computer pro-
grammer; he’s a photographer. 

Davis said his interest in 
photography began when he 
received his first camera at age 
14. After high school, photog-
raphy remained as a key inter-
est in Davis’ life but it wasn’t 
a career option until recent-
ly. Prior to starting his own 
photography business, Davis 
spent more than 30 years in 
fire service.

While attending an event 
hosted by Calumet Photo-
graphic at their store in Oak-

brook, Davis learned about 
Google’s Virtual Tour photog-
raphy program. 

“I thought with a little help 
from above and some effort 
on my part, I just may be able 
to make something of this,” 
he said.

In June of 2012, Davis 
signed up for Google’s pro-
gram and participated in train-
ing for two months. 

The requirements set up by 
Google for the Virtual Tour 
program are followed by all 

certified Google Trusted Inde-
pendent Photographers, Davis 
said. These requirements leave 
little room for creativity, but 
Davis still works to make his 
business his own.

“I like when I go back and 
view the virtual tour with them 
for the first time,” he said. 

The uniqueness of Davis’ 
photography company begins 
with its name: Red D Pho-
tography. Davis came up with 
the name not only because 
R-E-D are his initials—Rich-
ard Evans Davis—but also to 
make a tribute to the “red” fire 
he fought while in fire service. 

Red D Photography is 
beyond one’s idea of a typical 
photography business. Davis 
spends most days going door-
to-door presenting the pro-
gram to various businesses, he 
said.

“It’s 98% cold calling sales 

and 2% shooting photos of the 
business,” he said. 

After a business has agreed 
to the virtual tour, Davis 
schedules a shoot. He takes 
photos of the business and 
stops at required intervals to 
create the interior virtual tour 
pictures, he said. 

About the virtual tour…
Davis also takes more tradi-

tional, still images of the busi-
ness before sending the photos 
to Google. 

The virtual tour is created, 
Davis said, when Google 
blends and stiches the images. 
After about two weeks from 
the initial shoot, Davis pub-
lishes the tour and places it on 
the Internet. 

“A Google Virtual Tour will 
bring the business to life,” he 
said. 

Having one’s business avail-
able through this technology 

allows potential customers to 
view the business any time of 
day from the comfort of their 
homes since it is accessible 
from any device, he said. 

“The virtual tour creates a 
layer of engagement for the 
client,” Davis said. “The busi-
ness has increased visibility 
and customers view them as 
innovative, keeping them 
ahead of the competition.”

To Davis, his work as a 
Google Trusted Independent 
Photographer is about more 
than selling a product to busi-
nesses, especially in Elmhurst. 
Having spent much of his 
adolescence and adulthood in 
Elmhurst, Davis said a lot of 
his family history resides here. 

“I just like Elmhurst,” Davis 
said. “I am committed to cre-
ating the best tour I can and 
putting a smile on everyone’s 
face.”

When you find the right home, it’s time to find the right insurance

A tangible plan for financial security should include 
homeowners insurance from COUNTRY.  You’ll find that it’s 
affordable now and priceless when you need it.
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Park District 
unveils new 
improved 
Kindergarten 
Kapers                  

ELMHURST — Perfect for 
your active, curious child, Kin-
dergarten Kapers is an expand-
ed pre-kindergarten and kin-
dergarten enrichment program 
offering a fitness-based edu-
cational component through-
out the school year, with fall 
term running from September 
9, 2013-January 10, 2014. Your 
4-6-year-old will enjoy learn-
ing tennis, exploring the Fit 4 
Life gym, bouldering, climbing 
and more. Available mornings 
from 9-11:30 a.m. or afternoons 
from 12:15-2:45 p.m., you can 
choose two, three or five days 
per week. Lunch and after-care 
is available for an additional 
fee.  For more information or 
to register with a $50 deposit, 
please call the Courts Plus reg-
istration desk at (630) 833-5064 
or email ckelley@epd.org.
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