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     Isn’t it time to update your hearing too ? 

             Nothing to see. 
               Everything 
                 to hear.

A lot has changed since the invention of the first hearing aid.
                                          Are you enjoying the sounds of life ?
Hearing Aid Repair Lab on Site
   Serving the Hearing Care needs for over 25 years
                   Audiology Services
             122 W. St Charles Rd   Suite 4A  

                  Villa Park                     630 / 279-9677

Everything to hear.

$999*
And that price 

includes a hearing 
evaluation, audiologic 

programming and 
follow-ups!

 HEARING AIDS

 * Per Instrument

Proud Phonak Provider

Limited-time Offer
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Female hockey player 
offers gourmet popcorn, 

other treats 
By Mary Kaleta

For The Independent

As the game against University of Wisconsin 
Madison was about to begin, the 1996 female 
club hockey team at the University of Illinois 

stood with a perplexing complication: their goalie was 
hours away, stuck in a snowstorm. In desperate need 
of a goal tender, then-junior Debbie Markus Watrous 
took the challenge head on and immediately fell in 
love with the position.

Today, she faces a new kind of challenge. The 36 
year-old Chicago resident has decided to take some of 
the heat off the ice and into the kitchen. After receiv-
ing a baking and pastry certificate from Kendall Col-
lege, Watrous tried out a variety of baking avenues but 
found that her heart laid in an area less common than 
most -- she decided to open a popcorn shop.

It was from there that Watrous began investigating 
recipes, locations, and a name for her shop. Pulling 
from her love of hockey, she decided that the name 
“Goalie’s Goodies” was perfect.

“My decision to open a shop with a hockey theme 
was based off my love for the sport,” she said, when 
asked if the Chicago Blackhawks’ recent wins inspired 
the name.

Wartrous’ past with hockey is evident from the 
moment one walks into Goalie’s Goodies. Four of her 
jerseys hang high on the walls, a Blackhawks sticker 
is placed on the shop’s front window, and decorative 
touches such as banners and hockey sticks can be 
found throughout. Yet Watrous’ love for hockey isn’t 
all that’s evident from entrance into the shop.

Goalie’s Goodies smells of freshly made treats and 
has a very laid back and local feel to it. The atmo-
sphere of the shop makes it feel as though it has been 
a staple part of Elmhurst for several years. Inside, cus-
tomers can expect to purchase a variety of both clas-
sic and innovative popcorn flavors. While Watrous is 

most proud of the caramel corn recipe she made from 
scratch, she’s excited to release new flavors over time. 

“I love making the savory stuff,” Waltrous said. 
“The Parmesan Garlic recipe is something I’m really 
trying to perfect. When I finally get it right, I’ll feel so 
accomplished.”

Other flavors available at the shop include: ched-
dar, hot cheddar, ranch, kettle, Chicago mix, white 

cheddar, buffalo, red hot cinnamon, key lime pie, 
dreamsicle, and a kettle corn drizzled with chocolate. 
As a place that’s always looking to offer more to its 
customers, Goalie’s Goodies encourages customers to 
submit suggestions for popcorn flavors. 

Besides popcorn, customers can expect to find a 
variety of ice cream and candies.

“I tried to get as many unique types of candy as 
possible,” she said. “I brought in things like Satel-
lite Wafers, salt water taffy, Mary Janes, and Bit-o-
Honeys, to allow the shop to have a more nostalgic 
feel to it.” 

Goalie’s Goodies aims to be more than just a profit-
able business.

“I’ve been very blessed my whole life to never go 
hungry. I want to work with the community to do fun-
draising, especially for places like food depositories,” 
Waltrous said. 

The shop also plans to help local organizations raise 
funds by selling popcorn. Organizations can either 
hand out flyers advertising Goalie’s Goodies’ sponsor-
ship and invite people to come to the shop where 10% 
of the sale would be donated back to the organization; 
or, they could work with Waltrous to create custom 
packaging and sell the popcorn themselves. Either 
way, Waltrous said she wants to create a unique fund-
raising experience. 

Goalie’s Goodies opened on June 29, but Waltrous 
hasn’t given up on playing hockey. She currently 
plays for the Carol Stream Fighting Squirrels and 
encourages anyone with the desire to play hockey to 
give it a chance.

“There’s no such thing as being too old to play 
hockey,” she said. “Just go out there and have fun.”

Yet the ice isn’t the only place that brings amuse-
ment to Waltrous.

“Starting your own business is a time commitment; 
it’s work everyday” she said. “But I wouldn’t trade it 
for anything—I’m having a whole lot of fun.”

Goalie’s Goodies is located at 116 So. York Rd., 
#102 in the heart of Elmhurst’s downtown City Cen-
tre, just one block south of the Elmhurst Metra station. 
Summer hours of operation are Mon.-Thurs. 11-7 
p.m.; Fri. & Sat. 11-8 p.m.; and, Sunday 12-5 p.m. For 
more information, visit goaliesgoodies.com.

Goalie’s Goodies drops the puck in Elmhurst

photo by Dee Longfellow
Debbie Markus Watrous shows off the popcorn 
and other treats available at her new business, 
Goalie’s Goodies at 116 So. York, Suite 102.  The 
store has a hockey theme because Watrous is in 
fact goalie, a passion that began in college and 
continues today. Stop in for a sample!

A goalie brings 

the goodies…
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